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ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1894 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  THE  BAKEWELL 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

♦ 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1894,  there  have  been  6.4  deaths,  but, 
excluding  the  deaths  at  the  Workhouse  of  people  belonging  to 
other  districts,  39,  viz.,  27  males  and  12  females — a death  rate  of 
14-2  per  1000. 

The  births  were  71  in  number,  viz.,  30  males,  41  females— 
equal  to  a birth  rate  of  nearly  25  per  1000. 

The  infantile  mortality  was  84-5  per  1000  births. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  was  '75,  one  death  being  ascribed 
to  Scarlatina  and  one  to  Whooping  Cough. 

On  the  whole  the  town  has  been  fairly  healthy,  as  the 
death  rate  testifies ; but  the  figures  emphasise  the  greater 
mortality  among  males. 

16  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported,  viz.,  11 
Scarlatina,  1 Diphtheria,  and  4 Erysipelas. 

5 of  the  Scarlatina  cases  occurred  in  the  town.  Each  as  it 
occurred  was  isolated  as  far  as  possible  at  home,  except  one  case, 
which  was  removed  to  the  temporary  isolation  hospital  at  the 
Workhouse,  which  was  then  in  use.  The  other  6 were 
Workhouse  cases,  and  succeeded  each  other  at  intervals,  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  isolation  being  imperfect.  The  origin  could 
not  be  ascertained,  several  cases  of  sore  throat  occurring  about 
the  time  of  the  outbreak  which  simulated  Scarlatina,  but  which 
escaped  medical  observation  till  later. 

Each  house  was  fumigated,  and  no  second  case  occurred  on 
the  same  premises. 

None  of  the  other  zymotic  cases  reported,  proved  on 
investigation,  to  be  of  a serious  nature,  except  to  the  individual. 

My  last  year’s  experience  of  the  use  of  a wooden  hospital 
such  as  you  have,  especially  in  rough  weather,  is  not  favourable, 
and  only  extreme  urgency  can  justify  its  use  except  in  Summer. 
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I must  ;iguin  call  your  attention  to  the  desirability  of  the 
provision,  either  in  conjiinction  with  the  Rural  District  Council 
or  separately,  of  a small  permanent  isolation  hospital,  available 
at  any  time  of  the  year. 

No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred. 

In  reference  to  the  Water  Supply,  no  action  seems  to  have 
been  taken  to  improve  the  supply  to  the  upper  part  of  the  town, 
beyond  getting  the  engineer’s  report,  the  wet  Summer  having 
caused  the  inconvenience  to  be  less  felt. 

The  emptying  of  Ashpits  is  at  times  a difficult}'-,  and  would 
perhaps  be  more  efficiently  done  by  the  Council  directly. 

The  question  of  a Tip  for  rubbish  should  be  again  considered. 
There  is  an  eligible  site  beyond  the  Gas  Works,  if  it  coidd  be 
obtained. 

The  Disti’ict  has  been  systematically  inspected,  the  Bake- 
houses and  Slaughter-houses  visited.  Complaint  has  been  made 
of  carcases  of  meat  obstructing  the  footpath. 

Many  houses  require  spouting.  This  should  in  every  case 
be  ordered  to  be  done.  There  is  one  instance  of  eight  cottages 
in  a row  not  having  as  many  yards  of  spouting  between  them, 
and  rain  water  pipes  are  still  allowed  to  discharge  over  the  pave- 
ment to  the  detriment  of  foot  passengers.  The  enforcement  of 
these  necessary  improvements  is  being  proceeded  with  at  a very 
slow  rate. 

The  large-scale  Map  of  the  Distinct,  made  a year  or  two  ago 
with  the  object  of  recording  permanently  the  position  of  the 
sewers  and  drains,  is  still  as  destitute  of  such  indications  as  when 
first  made. 

The  area  of  the  district  has  been  enlarged  by  the  addition 
to  it  of  a portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Holme.  This  will  slightly 
increase  the  population. 

A sewer  is  required  to  receive  the  Workhouse  sewage.  No 
doubt  this  will  have  your  consideration  as  part  of  the  question 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  district. 

A workshop  which  was  complained  of  has  been  well 
ventilated. 

Considerable  portions  of  the  maiii  sewers  have  been  cleaned 
out,  and  the  work  is  going  on  at  intervals. 

About  20  yards  of  sanitary  pipe  have  been  laid  to  connect 
new  cottage  drains  to. 

Some  rubble  drains  have  been  replaced  by  pipes. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  W.  EVANS. 

The  Bakewell  Urban  District  Council, 

February  6,  1895. 
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The  " Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ” has  been  compulsory  in  the  district  since  1890. 
Temporary  Isolation  Hospital  in  Workhouse  Grounds, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  Year  1893 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  THE  BAKEWELL 
URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


